
Fri 4th Dec S Osmund 

He was born in Normandy 

and came to England as part 

of the invasion of William the 

Conqueror, who appointed 

him Chancellor. It is believed 

that he was somewhat 

involved in the making of the 

Domesday survey. He was 

devoted to his duties and 

became Bishop of Salisbury. 

He finished the building of 

the Cathedral there. He was a 

strict disciplinarian and yet 

moderate in his approach to 

people. In the disputes 

between King William II and 

Anselm of Canterbury, of 

which they were many, he 

tried to take the middle ground. He died in Old Sarum 

in 1099 and was canonised in 1457 

 

Fri 4th Dec S John Damascene 

He was born of a 

Christian family in 

Damascus in the 

second half of the 

seventh century, 

where his father 

was a high official 

under the Umayyad 

caliph; a post which 

he inherited. When 

the Iconoclast 

movement (seeking 

to prohibit the veneration of icons) gained 

acceptance in the Byzantine court, John, being 

under Muslim rather than Byzantine rule, was able 

to write effective treatises attacking Iconoclasm 

and attacking the emperor for supporting it. At 

about this time he retired to the monastery of Saint 

Sabas near Jerusalem, where he became a monk 

and was ordained. He died in the middle of the 

eighth century. He wrote many theological treatises 

in a dangerously clear and accessible style which 

made the issues understandable even by non-

experts. His name was reviled and execrated by the 

imperial Iconoclast party even after his death. 

Sometimes known as “the last of the Church 

Fathers,” he was declared a Doctor of the Church 

by Pope Leo XIII in 1883. 

Mon 30th Nov S Andrew Apostle 

 

He was born in 

Bethsaida, in 

Galilee, and 

worked as a 

fisherman. He may 

have been a 

disciple of St John 

the Baptist. He 

became one of the 

first to follow Jesus 

and introduced his 

brother, Simon 

Peter, to him. As 

one of the twelve 

Apostles he was 

widely venerated in ancient times, and became 

patron saint of Scotland because according to 

legend some of his bones were brought there and 

buried at the place where the town of St Andrew’s 

now stands. 
 

 

 

Thu 3rd Dec St Francis Xavier 

He was born in the 

Basque country of 

Spain in 1506. He 

met Ignatius 

Loyola when he 

was a student in 

Paris, and he was 

ordained priest in 

1537. In 1541 the 

Pope sent him as 

part of a mission to 

India, and he spent 

the rest of his life 

in the East, 

preaching the 

Gospel in Goa and 

Malacca. He made 

many converts and fought against the exploitation 

of the native population by the Europeans. He spent 

two years on a successful mission to Japan, laying 

the foundations of many Christian communities; 

and in 1552, after entering China secretly to preach 

the Gospel there, he died of fever and exhaustion 

on the Chinese island of Shangchwan. 

 

 
 


