
that St Augustine built in Canterbury was dedicated to 

him. Today St Pancras is not much revered, and people 

no longer name their children after him (as they still 

do, for instance, in Poland and Italy). This is not due to 

any major theological shift: it is simply that St Pancras 

gave his name to a parish in central London, and the 

parish gave its name to a major railway terminus next 

to King’s Cross. And who would want to be named 

after a railway station? Yet all of us, everywhere, can 

honour the memory of St Pancras (about whom so 

little is known) by not letting the fear of ridicule 

dissuade us from doing what is right in our Christian 

discipleship. 

 

Thursday 13th May ASCENSION DAY 

Masses at 9.30 @ GS and 19.30 @ 

SMMs  HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

What does the Feast of 

the Ascension mean 

for us? Christ’s 

Ascension means that 

he no longer belongs 

to the world of 

corruption and death 

that limits our life. It 

is not a journey into 

space, toward to the 

farthest star. It means 

he belongs entirely to 

God. He, the eternal 

Son, has led our 

human existence into 

God’s presence, 

taking with him flesh 

and blood in a transfigured form. The Ascension 

means that Christ has not departed from us but that he 

is now, thanks to his being with the Father, close to 

each of one of us and we can call upon him always. He 

is always close to us and awaits for us to turn back to 

him when we wander away. 

 

Our Lady of Fatima (not observed this year) 

The Blessed Virgin 

appeared to three 

shepherd children, 

Lucia Francesco and 

Jacinta at Fatima 

(Portugal) on the 13th 

day for 6 consecutive 

months in 1917. She 

brought a message of 

peace and reparation 

for sin, encouraging 

devotion to her 

Immaculate Heart and 

the reciting of the 

Rosary. 

Monday 10th May   10.30 @SMMs 
S Louise de Marillac  

Louise was born in 1593 

and lived all her life in the 

city of Paris. Her parents 

were not married, she did 

not know her mother but 

her father took care of her 

to the extent that he paid 

for her education – 

unusual for girls at the 

time. She was married and 

had one son called 

Michel.  After the death of her husband she set up 

groups to support people in need in Paris e.g. the 

homeless. One of the groups she started was the 

Daughters of Charity with St Vincent de Paul. After 

Louise’s death in 1660 the number of sisters grew and 

spread all over Europe and indeed the world. Although 

she was less than five feet, she was a strong and 

determined woman.  Her strength came from the 

conviction that God called her to care for the many 

people who were in need in Paris at the time.  The 

many groups that survive, nearly 400 years after her 

death, give testimony to her organisational skills. Saint 

Louise’s passion was to serve people in need always 

ensuring that their dignity was upheld. ‘Service’ was 

what S Louise was about. It is the principal value in 

our Christian life today that underpins everything we 

do for the family/community/church in which we live. 
 

Saint Damien of Molokai 

Joseph de Veuster was born in Belgium in 1840 and 

took the name Damien on entering the Congregation of 

the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 

Mary at Leuven (Louvain). 

He landed in Hawaii in 1864, 

fulfilling his dream of 

becoming a missionary. In 

1873, at his own request, he 

took up residence at the leper 

colony at Kalaupapa and 

ministered to its spiritual and 

material needs until he caught leprosy himself and 

eventually died of it in 1889. 

 

Wednesday 12th May   10.30 @ SMMs 

S Pancras, Martyr 

This Roman martyr is buried on 

the Aurelian Way just outside 

Rome. Some legends say that he 

was born in the East, orphaned, 

brought to Rome by an uncle, 

and martyred at the age of 

fourteen, but there is no 

particular reason to believe them. 

Devotion to St Pancras spread 

widely in the sixth century. In England, the first church  


