
Thu 23 Sep S Pio of Pietrelcina  
Mass at 9.00 at GS & 19.30 at SMMs 

He was born in 1887 

in the small village of 

Pietrelcina in southern 

Italy, and joined the 

Capuchin friars at the 

age of 16. His frailty 

of health delayed his 

progression but he 

became a priest seven 

years later, and spent 

fifty years at the 

monastery of San 

Giovanni Rotondo, where he was very much 

sought after as a spiritual advisor, confessor, and 

intercessor. He was renowned for his love of God 

and neighbour, spending hours in the confessional 

during the day and hours in the night in communion 

with his Lord. He always had a special place in his 

heart for the poor, the sick and the suffering. Many 

miracles were popularly ascribed to him during his 

lifetime. He died a few days after the fiftieth 

anniversary of his receiving the stigmata, the 

wounds of Christ on his body, and over 100,000 

people attended his funeral in 1968. 
 
Fri 24 Sep Our Lady of Walsingham 
Mass at 7.30 at SMMs 

Walsinghsm is one of the 

greatest places of 

pilgrimage today as oit 

was in medieval times. the 

lady of the manor, 

Richeldis de Faverches, 

was instructed by a vision 

of the Virgin Mary to build 

in her village an exact 

replica of the house at 

Nazareth in which the 

Annunciation had taken 

place. The vision occurred in 1061, though the 

priory church and pilgrimage devotion were 

formulated 100 years later, The original house was 

destroyed at the Reformation, but in 19th and 20th 

century pilgrimages to Walsingham were revived. 

Fr Alfred Hope Patten, vicar of Walsingham in the 

1920s brought about the beginning of the Shrine 

that has become the place we know and love and 

have visited for over 60 years. On Feb 2 1961 the 

Cell of Our Lady of Wslsingham & S Bede in our 

parish was formed though we had been on 

pilgrimages for 3 years before that date. 
 

Mon 20 Sep S Andrew Kim –Taegon and Companions 

Mass at 1030 at SMMs 

For centuries, Korea was 

closed to all outside 

influences, and all contact 

with foreigners was 

forbidden. No missionaries 

went there. Even so, a 

number of laymen sought 

to find out all that they 

could about the outside 

world, through the annual 

embassy to Peking. Some books about Christianity fell 

into their hands, and they were converted. Because of 

the secrecy involved, it is impossible to date the origin 

of Christianity in Korea with any precision, but in 1784. 

Ni-Seoung-Houn, who was baptized under the name of 

Peter when he visited Peking. The first known martyrs 

are Paul Youn and James Kouen, who in 1791 refused 

to offer sacrifice on the death of their relatives. Over 

the next century, over ten thousand Korean Christians 

were executed, with great cruelty; and many others 

perished. For most of this period, the church in Korea 

had no priests and was an entirely lay led. Andrew Kim 

Taegǒn, the first Korean priest, secretly trained in 

Macao, entered Korea in 1845 and was executed in 

1846, together with his father. A lay apostle, St Paul 

Chong Hasang, and many others perished at the same 

time. A further major persecution occurred in 1866. In 

all, 103 of the Korean martyrs are celebrated today: 

they are mostly lay men and women: some married, 

some not; some old, some young, some even children.  

 
Tue 21 Sep  S Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Mass at 14.30 at GS 

Matthew, also called 

Levi, was the son of 

Alphaeus. He worked 

as a tax collector for the 

Roman Empire, a 

despised profession, 

when he was called by 

the Lord at Capernaum. 

Nevertheless, Jesus 

Christ called him to be 

an apostle. After the 

Ascension of the Lord 

he may have travelled to Persia or to Ethiopia; 

wherever it was, he was martyred. St Matthew’s 

Gospel stands first in the New Testament, and his 

name appears among the apostle sin the Canon of 

the Mass. He is principal Patron of The Company 

of Mission Priests. 


