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Living the Word 
Nehemiah 8:1-12 
This great ceremony of the reading of the Law, 
together with the explanation of the Law by 
both Ezra himself and the Levites, has been 
described as the birth of Judaism. It is the 
renewal of the Covenant, according to the new 
understanding of the Law developed during 
the Babylonian period. The Law is read and 
explained, amid both excitement and weeping, 
after which follows great celebration. There is 
considerable speculation that the form of 
service may have been influenced by an early 
form of synagogue-service; but there is 
insufficient evidence for this. It is striking that, 
both in the instructions for and in the 
fulfilment of the celebrations, it is stressed that 
the most appropriate response to God’s gift of 
the Law is care of the needy. 
 

23rd January 2022 
Third Sunday of Epiphany/ 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 
Set in Song 
The Lord searches the Scriptures in today’s Gospel 
looking for a key reference about himself.  He is 
able to proclaim, after reading from Isaiah ‘ today 
the Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
Jesus whole ministry is a ministry of fulfilment: he 
brings to fruition the whole life and purpose of the 
Old Testament. At the very end of his Gospel Luke 
records the risen Jesus appearing on the road to 
Emmaus where he reveals to the two disciples how 
he had fulfilled ‘everything that had been written 
about him in the Law and the Prophets. The New 
Testament cannot be understood without the Old. 
The whole revelation of God’s will points to and 
finds meaning in the person of Jesus. When the 
Christian hears or listens to the Old Testament we 
do so looking for Jesus, when we pray the Psalms 
we do so both in fellowship with him, for in them 
he saw his whole ministry set in song. 
 
Today’s Gospel: St. Luke 4:14-21 
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Collect for the Feast of Paul’s Conversion  
O God, who, through the preaching of the blessed 
Apostle Paul, hast caused the light of the Gospel to 
shine throughout the world: grant, we beseech thee; 
that we, having his wonderful conversion in 
remembrance, may show forth our thankfulness unto 
thee for the same, by following the holy doctrine 
which he taught; through Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end . 
Amen.  

Conversion of Saint Paul: 25th January  
In the first chapter of his Epistle to the Galatians, St Paul 
tells us about his pre-converted life, and how he 
‘persecuted the Church and tried to destroy it.’ On the 
road to Damascus he experienced a blinding revelation of 
the Risen Jesus, whose voice bids him cease his 
destruction of Christ’s Body, the Church, and instead rise 
to a new life and wholly new mission (see Acts 9:1-22). 
Paul’s life, now lived in the knowledge of the light of the 
Risen Christ, is the most astonishing of all Apostolic lives; 
he tirelessly proclaims his Saviour with an eloquence 
unmatched, with fearless tenacity, and profound 
theological insight into the Mystery of Christ.  
St Paul, Apostle of the Lord, pray for us in the work of 
evangelization. 


